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SUBJECT: ALLEGED TORRIJOS INVESTMENTS IN BELIZE 
AND RELATED EVENTS 

1 . WHILE THE GUATEMALAN AND PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENTS CON- 
TINUE TO TRADE ACCUSATIONS THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL 
WIRE SERVICES, A SMALLER BATTLE IS GOING ON IN THE 
MEXICAN DAILY "EXCELSIOR" BETWEEN THE GUATEMALAN AND 
PANAMANIAN AMBASSADORS TO MEXICO ON ALLEGED INVESTMENTS 
IN BELIZE BY GENERAL TORRIJOS. 

2. ON MAY 24 EXCELSIOR REPORTED CLAIMS BY GUATEMALAN 
AMBASSADOR DOROTEO MONTERROSO THAT GEN. TORRIJOS HAS 
PROPERTY IN BELIZE TOTALLING MORE THAN $10 MILLION (US), 

AND THEREFORE TORRIJOS IS DEFENDING BELIZE INDEPENDENCE 
ONLY TO PROTECT HIS INVESTMENTS. THE AMBASSADOR CLAIMED 
THAT THE MONEY WAS INVESTED IN HOTELS AND CONDOMINIUMS. 

3. THE PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR EMILIA AROSEMENA VAT J.ARTNO 
VIGOROUSLY DENIED THE "CALUMNIOUS" CHARGES THE FOLLOWING 
DAY, STATING THAT GEN. TORRIJOS OWNS NO PROPERTY WHAT- 
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SOEVER, THAT EVEN THE MODEST HOUSE HE LIVES IN IS PAID 
FOR BY THE PANAMANIAN SOCIAL SECURITY. SHE DEMANDED 
THAT MONTERROSO BACK UP HIS CLAIMS WITH PROOF. ON 
MAY 26, AROSEMENA ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT GEN. TORRIJOS WAS 
WILLING TO HAVE "AN INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL" INVESTIGATE 
AMBASSADOR MONTERROSO'S CHARGES. AND IF THE TRIBUNAL 
PROVES THAT TORRIJOS HAS SUCH INVESTMENTS. HE WILL 
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DONATE THE MONEY TO THE BELIZE RED CROSS (A RATHER 
ILLOGICAL OFFER). 

4. FINALLY ON MAY 27 EXCELSIOR REPORTED MONTERROSO'S 
"PROOFS": 

A. THAT PANAMANIAN BUSINESSMAN AUGUSTO GARCIA FREQUENTLY 
TRAVELS TO BELIZE ON THE PANAMANIAN PRESIDENTIAL JET AND 

IS MET BY BELIZE PM PRICE; 

B. A COMPANY CALLED BELAMA (BELIZE-PANAMA) HAS A CONTRACT 
WITH THE BELIZE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR THE CONSTRUC- 
TION OF 2,000 HOUSES. THE OPPOSITION PRESS IN BELIZE 

CLAIMS THAT BELAMA HAS NO NATIONAL PRIVATE CAPITAL; 

C. THAT BELAMA HAS BROUGHT INTO BELIZE HEAVY MACHINERY 
UNDER PRIVILEGED CONDITIONS. 

D. THAT THE PANAMANIAN CONSULATE IS INSTALLING RADIO 
EQUIPMENT WITH PERMISSION OF THE BELIZE GOVERNMENT "IN 
ORDER TO MAINTAIN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH THE PANAMANIAN 
GOVERNMENT." 

5. COMMENT: THE GUATEMALAN AMBASSADOR MUST BELIEVE THAT 
HE HAS A WEAK CASE BECAUSE AFTER HE REVEALED THE PROOFS 
OF PARA. 4, HE "WARNED" THAT IT WAS HIS LAST DECLARATION 

ON THE CASE OF TORRIJOS' INTERESTS IN BELIZE. NO OTHER 
MEXICAN PAPER HAS PICKED UP THE EXCHANGE . SINCE 
WE DOUBT THE PANAMANIAN PRESS WILL REPORT THE ALLEGATIONS, 
WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THIS ASPECT OF THE PANAMA- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MEXICO 08800 022206Z 

GUATEMALA SPLIT AND POUCH THE RELATED CLIPPINGS TO EMBASSY 
PANAMA. 

6. FYI. GUATEMALAN EMBASSY HERE CONFIRMS REPORTS THAT 
THE GOG HAS TURNED DOWN OFFERS BY MEXICO, VENEZUELA, 

COSTA RICA, AND COLOMBIA TO MEDIATE THE CRISIS, AS 
"PREMATURE". THOMPSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, INDEPENDENCE, AMBASSADORS, ALLEGATIONS, PRIVATE INVESTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MEXIC008800 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 97-1 011 
Format: TEL 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770698/aaaadhxy.tel 

Line Count: 104 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a409c486-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2305850 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALLEGED TORRIJOS INVESTMENTS IN BELIZE AND RELATED EVENTS 
TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, BH, GT, PN, MX, EXCELSIOR, (TORRIJOS HERRERA, OMAR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a409c486-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



